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From the Principal’s Desk:

Happy New Year! Welcome to 2009.

What | like most about the new year is the
sense of hope and optimism that it brings no
matter what has transpired beforehand. In
many ways our slates are wiped clean and we
begin anew. Celebration of the new year is
fitting following the message brought to us
during advent. Many people make resolutions
to be better either through relationships,
health, academics...the list is endless in terms
of how we can improve our daily lives. The new
year is also a beacon of hope of a good year to
come. As a family, take time to discuss the
hopes that you have for the new year and
goals that you would like to set. Make your
resolution SMART (specific, measurable,
attainable, realistic , timely) | don’t know about
you, but my biggest struggle with the New Year
is to stop writing the wrong date on my
cheques!

We here at Sacred Heart wish you the best
in 2009!

Prayer for the New Year!

Come, Holy Spirit, Spirit of God, Spirit of
the Risen Christ,

Be with us today and always.

Be our Light, our Guide, and our Comforter.
Be our Strength, our Courage,

And our Sanctifier.

May this new year be a time

Of deep spiritual growth for us,

A time for welcoming Your graces and gifts,
A time for forgiving freely and
unconditionally, A time for growing in virtue
and goodness.

Come, Holy Spirit,

Be with us today and always.

Amen.

Virtues for January

Our Virtues for the month of January are: Caring,
Understanding and Tolerance; virtues that we
seem to need a great deal of when looking at some
of the conflicts around the world and others.

What is Caring ? Caring is giving love and
attention to people and things that matter to you.
You give your best effort. Caring people help other
not to feel alone.

What is Understanding? Understanding is using
your mind so that you see the truth about things. It
means to show compassion and empathy. It gives
us the power to learn and to care. Understanding
helps us to see things clearly.

What is Tolerance ? Tolerance is to accept the
differences in other people. You don’t expect
people to look, speak or act just like you. Tolerance
is knowing that all people have feelings and
emotions, hopes and dreams.

“We may have come here on different ships,
but were all in the same boat.” Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.

School Goal: Inferencing
This month at our Professional Learning
Communities meeting, we examine how we




fared in teaching/learning inferencing skills.
We look specifically at each classes’ data
decide on our future pathway for this term. In
setting the goal, teachers get information from
various sources such as EQAO testing scores,
CASI, DRA, student conferences and day to
day examination of student work.

Throughout the coming months a School
Improvement Plan Review Committee along
with staff and parental support will analyze
recent assessment results including EQAO,
review our current Improvement Plan, identify
needs within our school and update our School
Improvement Plan. The school plan with all
updates and changes will be presented to staff
and the School Advisory Council for
suggestions and input before being finalized.
The continual work for school improvement is
extremely important. Input from all
stakeholders is greatly appreciated.

Below, you will see two examples of tools
utilized by our teachers to improve instruction
in literacy skills.

An example of a graphic organizer for teaching
inferencing and higher level thinking
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An example of an instructional rubric

Virtue Winners for January

Congratulations to the following students for
their demonstration of the virtues of the month:

Joyfulness Enthusiasm Confidence
Melissa J Cassidy N Kaitlynn G
Dawson H Kristen S Payten W
Landon A-J Brody H Riley G
Victoia D Wyatt G Alex T
Victoria J Mason P Ryan G
Alex B Merrick S
Katie | Alyssa C

John N

Unfortunately, the assembly was cancelled due
to the storm day on December 19. These

winners shall be recognized at the January 19
assembly at 10:

School Mass

45 am.

th

Our December School Mass will be celebrated
on January 16™ at 11:00 a.m. at Sacred Heart
Church. All parents and community members
are invited to join us.

PD Day:

A reminder that Thursday, January 29 is a
faith-based PD Day. There is no school that

day.

Author/llustrator to Visit :




Werner Zimmerman visits Sacred Heart School
on January 27 as a part of the Family Literacy
Day. Werner has won awards for his fabulous
drawings and stories. He will be presenting to
the K-4 students from 1-2 and the grade 5-8s
from 2-3. Feel free to drop in for a visit and
hear a great story, too.

We also have CKNX On-air personality Joe
Carter, and Neil Vincent, Reeve of North
Huron, lined up as our celebrity reader for that
morning. Read on to find out how you can
celebrate Family Literacy Day.

School Volleyball Teams:

Volley, Spike, Bump and excitement! These
are the key points that led the Girls’ Senior
Volleyball Team to 2™ place finish on Tuesday,
December 9, 2008. The team headed to St.
Mary’s, Listowel with 11 girls. Julia, Liz, Ally,
Mary Kate, Celeste, Katie, Alyssa, Rachael,
Nicole, Sydney and Katherine were the stars of
the tournament. All team members gave their
best and had great spirit. Congratulations goes
out to St Joe’s, Clinton for their 1* place finish.
The final game was against them and there
were excellent rallies. That's to the practice
team: Alicia, Emily , Courtney, Cayley, Danielle
and Victoria for practicing with us. Thanks to
Mrs. Anderson for coaching. Way to go Sacred
Heart!.

THE Sacred Heart boys volleyball team
recently went to St. Mary’s in Listowel for the
HPCDSB tournament. When we got there we
played a very good St.Mary’s team, beating us
by 15 points in every game. We did win a
game in a set of three against St.Joe’s,
Clinton, but it wasn’t enough to pull off a
victory. Just before lunch, we played St Pat’s,
Kinkora and only lost by 5 points. The boys
enjoyed a hearty lunch of pizza and oranges
playing again before going home on the bus.
We didn’t win but we had a good time
representing our school. Team members are:
Nathan S-S, Nathan S, Scott J, Alex S. Alex
S., Liam G, Tyler H, Brody R, Bryce, Stuart.

Thanks to Mrs. Weiler for being our coach and
helping out all season.

Submitted By: Alex S and Nathan S- S

LSAC NEWS:

Our next meeting is February 2 at 7 pm in the
library. Please plan on attending. Thanks to all
who donated baked goods for our Christmas
Concert.

Mother Teresa Faith in Action Award 2009:
The Huron-Perth Catholic District School
Board is pleased to host the 5" annual Mot
Teresa Faith in Action Awards which recogni =
exemplary service to Catholic Education. T q
nominees for this award can represent all
stakeholder groups in Huron Perth-volunteers,
teachers, principals, priests and parishioners.
Each year, the Award honours the people of
Huron-Perth who strive every day to live out

their faith...and in doing so, create school
communities, which embody the very mission

of Catholic Education.Nomination forms are
available in each school and parish and must

be returned by Friday, January 23"

Family Literacy Day:

January 27 marks family Literacy Day. At
Sacred Heart we will be doing a number of
activities to celebrate literacy during the day.
What will you be doing at home?

Here are some ideas on how you can
celebrate literacy at home that day (and other
days, too):

1) Plan a scavenger hunt at the local library
and place clues around the school or library
and have children look up information in books
or on the internet.

2) Do a story chain event. Write “Once upon a
time” on a large roll of paper and

invite each child or family to contribute one
sentence to the story.

3) Read a newspaper or magazine article to
your children.




4) Have kids make their own bookmarks or
calendars using construction paper, glue and
SCissors.

Please check out the following website for
more ideas:

http://www.abc-
canada.org/en/family_literacy/family_literacy_ day/

Kindergarten Reqgistration

Kindergarten registration for Sacred
Heart School took place earlier in

i November. If you missed that
& registration time or know of anyone
who may have missed registration, please
contact the school

Student Safety:

Parents must drop off children only at the bus
unloading area. Do not pass buses. Do not let
your children off at any other location. Students
in the primary grades must unload at the east
doors by the portable and walk around behind
the school rather than in front.

Just a reminder that cell phones are not to be
at school with students. In cases of
emergency, the school phone can be used.
Students are strongly discouraged to bring
other electronic devices to school (such as
mp3 players, iPods, games etc..) The school
takes no responsibility for lost, stolen or
damaged devices.

Legion Public Speaking Contest
Students are invited enter the Legion public
Speaking Contest by writing and delivering a
speech through our school speech club. The
purpose of the speech club is to give advice
and support in writing and presenting the
speech. If your child is interested in
participating in this competition guidelines will
be sent home to you. Students from grades 1-
3 can be involved in Story Telling and students
from grades 4-8 are invited to present
speeches. Thanks to Mrs. Weiler for heading
up this activity.

The Legion Contest is Saturday, February 28.

Knights of Columbus Free Throw
Students from the ages of 10-14 years are
invited to take part in the Free Throw
Competition. The initial throw offs will be held
at our school later in January. Entry forms will
be sent home with students who qualify for the
next level of competition. If anyone would like
to lend a hand with this event, your help would
be greatly appreciated. Thank-you to Mrs.
Waechter for overseeing Free Throw.

Inventors’ Club

Does your child have an idea about how to
improve an existing product or an idea for an
invention that has yet to be on the market?
Does your child like to work with their hands? If
you think they might, Inventors Club may be for
them. Sacred Heart is looking for students that
have great ideas for inventions and innovations
to existing inventions to participate in the
Inventors’ Fair in April. Talk to them about this
opportunity. You never know, your
son/daughter might just be the next Thomas
Edison, Frederick Banting or Joseph
Bombardier!

Check out the 50 greatest Canadian
Inventions:
http://www.cbc.ca/inventions/didyouknow.html

Early School Closure

Although we would not normally dismiss
students early due to weather, there are
circumstances which may necessitate an
emergency dismissal, such as power outage,
heating problems etc... In such an event, we
would attempt to contact you by phone and an
announcement would be made on CKNX. If
you are unable to be reached, we will contact
the emergency number we have on file for your
family.

Be advised that students who would normally
take the bus would experience a 2 hour delay
in being picked up and dropped off. All others
would be dismissed following our
communication with you (or the emergency
contact if you cannot be reached).




Our emergency evacuation location is the holidays. Maybe our magic reindeer food

church basement. If there is any special really did help Santa and his reindeers to find
circumstance of which we should be aware in our houses more easily. Most of us thoroughly
relation to your emergency contact, please call enjoyed singing our Advent songs for the

the office. celebration at the church, on Dec. 17". Senior

kindergarten students had the opportunity to
go skating in December. Now junior
kindergarten students look forward to visiting
the complex on January 23" A big thank you
to the moms and dads who are able to help us
with this “fun” excursion.

Le Langue Francais Avec Madame Ippolito:
La classe de Madame Weiler presente la

UPCOMING DATES in January: piece, “Comment y Aller” aux petit etudiants
avec l'aide de Madame Ippolito.

Date Event

16 Mass 11:00 am

19 Recognition Assembly 1pm

22 Rosary Apostolate

27 Family Literacy Day/Author Visit 1 pm
29 Faith Based PD DAY- No school.

30 Skiing at Talisman

Feb 4 Snowshoeing

STUDENTS' CORNER

On December 18" 2008, a talented group of
students from grade 3-7 performed a talent
show at Gilbert Hall and Community Living.
Everybody enjoyed listening to and watching a
variety of talents: piano, dance, singing, violin,
and a unique talent, magic tricks! | would like
to thank the following students for sharing their
talents with the people at Gilbert Hall and
Community Living: Jayden, Alyssa, Veronica,
Nicole, Merrick, Jefferson, Evan, Jeanna,
Victoria, Rebecca, Kerri, Courtney, Madison,
Sydney, Katherine, Danielle, Nathan, and
Melanie. Special thanks to Mrs. Cronin for
supervising this activity.

Kindergarten News

Kindergarten has been busy learning the Jolly
Phonics sounds and writing in our journals.
Our Reading Buddies were able to help us
write letters to Santa before Christmas. Some
of us were very excited to here our letters read
over the radio. We also are so thankful for the
many gifts that Santa brought to us over the




