We are Gifts to Each Other

Wingham , Ontario

February 2009

From the Principal’'s Desk:

We have reached midwinter although it seems
that winter should be almost over since we’'ve
had it for so long now. It would be easy to
wish the rest of the winter away, but we have
to be in the ‘now’ to truly find those sacred
moments and moments of inner peace. Find
the beauty in the people and places around
you. Bundle up and head outside. February will
take care of itself.

By tradition, the Catholic Church dedicates
each month of the year to a certain devotion.
In February, it is the Holy Family, the perfect
example of family life for all Christians. | don’t
know if it was a coincidence or some
purposeful reflection that has Family Day
celebrated in the same month as the devotion
to the Holy Family. However, let us ask the
Holy Family to intercede for us, especially for
those families in our community that might be
experiencing economic and emotional
difficulties at the present time.

Prayer to the Holy Family
O God, Heavenly Father, your only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, the Savior, should form a
holy family with Mary, His blessed mother, and
His foster father, Saint Joseph. In Nazareth,
home life was sanctified, and a perfect

example was given to every Christian family.
Grant that we may fully comprehend and
faithfully imitate the virtues of the Holy Family
so that we may be united with them one day in
their heavenly glory. Through the same Christ
our Lord.
Amen.
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Virtues for February

Our Virtues for the month of February are: -
perseverance, determination and patience. In
tough times, as many of our families are currently
experiencing, these virtues go a long way to help
us overcome the obstacles that face us.

What is Perseverance?

Perseverance is being purposeful and sticking
to a task no matter the obstacles you may
face. It means to keep commitments. Without
perseverance, people would give up. Nothing
would be accomplished that takes effort.

What is Determination?

Determination is focusing your energy and
efforts on a task and staying with it. It means to
use your will power when things aren't easy.
You are determined to meet your goals.
People who are determined, ask for help when
they need it.

What is Patience ?

Patience is hope that things will turn out alright.
It is being calm and tolerant when difficult
things happen. It also means to accept that
mistakes may happen. Patience is a
commitment to the future.

Virtue Winners for January




Congratulations to our January virtue winners:

Understanding | Tolerance  Caring

Hunter S Rachael V Cody L

Leah F Rory S Simon R
Abbi B Ryan H Jordan G
Emma S Nicole J Veronica G-C
Micheal S Stuart H
Evan S Andrew S
Rachel S

Alexandra S- P

January Virtue Winners

December Virtue Winners

. Please join us in our next recognition
assembly on

_____________________________________________________________________

The school has come to the end of our first
learning pathway involving inferencing. We
are pleased to announce that our school has
improved from a baseline of 33 % at or above
level 3 to 60% at or above level. That's in
improvement of almost 100 %!

Sacred Heart Inferencing Skills
October- December Change
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Our staff has worked hard to implement
changes in instructional practices to assist in
this success. Although the goal was shy of the
target of 70%, we are celebrating our success.
The School Improvement Team is meeting this
month to look at data for our next area of
improvement.

This Sunday, come to celebrate in our parish

Sunday, Feb 8 at 9 am.

youth-led Mass complete with music ministry.

Key Instructional Approaches that have
shown to be successful for teachers and
students :

-using rich text

-plenty of practice opportunities

- whole class work to independent work
-lots of oral discussion using rich, precise
vocabulary before expectation of written
response

-display sample(s) of student

-provide a checklist - teacher and student
generated of what work needs to include
-use student work on overhead as teaching
tool

- create, display, use anchor charts,
instructional rubrics, checklists

provide students with specific, timely feedback
-teacher and students craft rubric - student
input into the criteria

School Improvement SMART Goal

School Mass:




Please join us for our next school Mass on
February 13, 2009 at 11:00 am

Family Day

Family Day is Ontario’s newest holiday and will
be observed on Monday, February 16. There is
no school that day. Enjoy your family.

Family Literacy Day A Success:

Sacred Heart enjoyed a great deal of attention
on January 27 as we celebrated Literacy Day.

In the morning, J Stevens, Drew Stefani and
Joey Martin from The Bull along with Joe
Carter from CKNX joined our reeve, Neil
Vincent in a celebrity reading session in the

agym.

Werner Zimmerman visited Sacred Heart
School in the afternoon. Werner was
entertaining and informative and provided an
interactive session for the students. He even
had Mr. McLean dressed as a pirate.
Unfortunately, no pictures were taken of that
particular event

Public Speaking

School level Public Speaking will be held on
Tues, February 11" beginning at 9:30a.m in
the gym. Thanks to Mrs. Weiler for preparing
the students for this event.

Snack Program/Healthy Schools:

Thanks to Annette Jessen for volunteering her
time in getting healthy snacks into our
classrooms. Each class has a stocked healthy
snack bin that is replenished on a regular
basis.

Applause Breakfast:

Two of our students will be recognized at the
Huron Perth Catholic District School Board’s
Applause Breakfast. Nathan Skinn and
Courtney Nesbitt were chosen as two students
from our school that do an exemplary job of
making our school a better place to be. The
positive influence they have on the school is
truly a role model for all our students. These
two students will be attending the breakfast
with their parents on Tues. Feb. 10™




Mother Teresa Faith in Action
Nominee for 2009

The Huron-Perth Catholic District School
Board is pleased to host the 5th annual Mother
Teresa Faith in Action Awards which recognize
exemplary service to Catholic Education. The
Award honours the people of Huron-Perth who
strive every day to live out their faith...and in
doing so, create school communities, which
embody the very mission of Catholic
Education. This year our school has proudly
nominated Wayne Waechter as a person we
feel strives to make our parish community faith
filled.

Knights of Columbus
Free Throw Winners

Sacred Heart School was represented by an
ambitious group of junior and intermediate
students at the Knights of Columbus Free
Throw on Saturday, January 31° at Wingham
Public School. The participants were Julia J,
Celeste P, Rachel S, Nicole J, Nathan S, Liam
G, Tyler H, Jeanna S, Rebecca M, Wyatt M,
and Corbin S.

Students who qualified to go on to the next
challenge at St. Anne’s on Feb. 14 are 1%
place winners, Rachel S and Wyatt M. Nathan
S and Tyler H also placed 3 in their divisions.
Congratulations students! You represented
our school well.

Thanks to Mrs. Waechter for preparing our
students so well for the competition.

LSAC NEWS:

Jodi Kuran, principal, and Carolyn Bell, Head
of Guidance for St. Anne’s High School
profiled their school for the first half hour the
meeting. Following that, representatives from
Edge Imaging, school photographers,
answered questions and addressed concerns
parents had about photos this year.

Forest of Reading at Sacred Heart

Grades 1 through 6 are participating in the
Forest of Reading program which includes the
Blue Spruce and Silver Birch Awards that is
offered through the Ontario Library
Association. The goal of the program is to
promote reading for enjoyment, to make the
students aware of Canadian authors and
illustrators, to develop the student’s skill in
evaluating books based on story, text, and
pictures, and to provide opportunities for
students to discuss books. The program
rewards them for reading by making them
judges in this province-wide event. Voting for
their favourite book takes place at the school in
April.

Prizes will be awarded weekly for the correctly
answered trivia questions about the Blue
Spruce books (for grades 1-4) and for the
Silver Birch participants (grades 5-7) they also
have a chance of winning prizes by writing
their comments about the books which then
are displayed in the library g

Rosary Apostolate

Thanks to Cindy Van Nes and Doris Sanders
for their help in bringing the Rosary Apostolate
into our classrooms on a monthly basis.

WINGHAM MINOR SOCCER
REGISTRATION

Girls & Boys Ages 4-18 (Born in years 1991-2005
Thursday, March 5, 2009
7 p.m.—9p.m.

Saturday, March 7, 2009
9am.—-1p.m.

Late registration
Thursday, March 26, 2009
7 p.m.—9p.m.

After March 26", there will be an additional late
fee per player

North Huron Wescast Community Complex
Registration rates and uniform deposit: T.B.A.
Registration forms also availab@aline
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Kindergarten Reqgistration

Kindergarten registration for Sacred
Heart School took place earlier in
i November. If you missed that
& registration time or know of anyone
who may have missed registration, please
contact the school

..BACK UP YARD MONITORS NEEDED:

We are extremely blessed to have wonderful
yard duty monitors. Certain days however
require these people to be away. If you feel like
you would like to be considered as a substitute
yard duty monitor please submit your name to
the school principal. This is a paid position for
days worked. Anyone accepted for this position
would have to have a criminal record
completed.

STUDENTS' CORNER

Ms. DeJong’s class completed a writing activity
that supported their learning and
understanding of non-fiction, persuasive
writing/reading. Here are some responses:

Reading is better than Math

Reading is better than math because it
is sometimes fun but you have to know how to
read first then you can do math.

Math can be challenging because you
have to add hundreds and tens and
thousands. Reading and math are very
different because in math you have to do math
homework. It is sometimes hard but reading is
SO easy because you can get help from your
friends. It is so easy to read to your cool
parents.

| think reading is better than math. Do
you agree?

Rylee Schiestel, gr. 3

Reading is better than Math

Hi, my name is Morgan and this is my
opinion of why reading is better than math.
Because you can keep yourself safe. Because
you need to read the road signs at the side of
the road. You can also read for fun like if you
like Spongebob there is those kind of book’s or
Diary of a Wimpy Kid, or you could read
chapter books like Little Slat, “I like that one.” |
also think that reading is better than math
because you can go places by reading a map,
“one of my favourite places is Sudbury.”

But I still think math can be fun too. You
could play math games like Around the World,
and you could count money.

But | think reading is better than math.
Do you agree?

Morgan G-N, gr. 3

Reading is better than Math

Reading is better than math because
reading is interesting. In reading you never
know what’s going to happen next. Math isn't,
math is boring. Reading is exciting you can
read books you like, like magic books.

Math isn’t exciting, and in math there’s
hard questions. In reading there are no hard
guestions because words are easier to
understand than numbers. That's why | like
reading better than math. Do you like reading
better than math?

Landon A-J, gr. 3

UPCOMING DATES in February:

10 Huron Applause Breakfast
11 School Speech Contest (am)
13 Mass 11 am

16 Family Day- No Classes.

19 Rosary Apostolate

24 Pancake Tuesday

25 Ash Wednesday

26 Borden Ball Tournament




